
KENILWORTH RFC: SEASON 2019/2020 
 
Another highly successful season for both the Men and 
Women of Kenilworth RFC with the Men cruelly denied a 
shot at promotion to Midlands Premier by the 
coronavirus and the Women just falling short in their 
league campaign and denied glory in the RFU 
Intermediate Plate. 
 
KENILWORTH MEN 
 
After such a successful 18/19 season which included the 
RFU Intermediate Cup win at Twickenham as well as 
promotion, as Champions of Mids 2 west south, the Men 
started the 19/20 season Mids 1 west (level 6) with 
some excitement and anticipation. There were many 
new signings announced (including the progression of a 
number of Colts) and the successful coaching team of 
Dave Ellis, Will Maisey & George Oram remained in situ. 
However, the Men’s season was to end in dramatic 
fashion thanks to the coronavirus and we were cruelly 
denied promotion to Midlands Premier when the season 
was ended with four league games remaining.  
The new signings for the Men included ex Kenilworth 
‘old boys’ prop Jake Dodd and winger Nyle Beckett from 
Broadstreet and they enticed two further Broadstreet 
players, hooker Luke Truslove and second row Connor 
Burnet to join the party. Fly half Will Davies (Old 
Leamingtonians & Warwickshire Colts), utility back Jack 
Scott and back rower Myles Hibbs also joined and the 
squad was further boosted by the introduction of Colts 
Ryka Sekhavati, Sam Morris, Jack Rawlins, Charlie 
Morris, Dan Sibley, Jacob Line and Fin Gibson.  
 

   
LUKE TRUSLOVE                        WILL DAVIES 

 
On the debit side we lost the three Joshs’, O’Brien, 
Emery and Fox, plus Neil Sutherland, Sam Williams and 
Jack Read all of whom moved away for job or 
educational reasons. Prop Rhidian Booth retired from 
first team rugby. Further recruitment took place mid 
season with centre Jayde Cruickshank joining in 
December followed by Danish Internationalist Victor 
Hounou late in the season. Despite his limited number of 
games (ten) Jayde was to end up top points scorer, 
averaging some 10+ points per game. 
Pre season started well with big wins (with not a full 
squad) over Jamie Peacock’s Didsbury TOC and 
Bugbrooke. There then came the ‘biggie’, Broadstreet 
away, and this was originally down as a Warwickshire 
Cup semi final game. However the rules of the cup 
stated that players had to have played a minimum of 
four games at first XV level before they could play in a 
cup game and this was problematical in that we decided 
we could not put out a competent and experienced front 
row (particularly against Broadstreet). Whilst we 
appealed to the Warwickshire RFU to relax the rule this 
they refused and we pulled out of the cup tie but agreed 

to honour the fixture, winning 25-19 much to the delight 
of the very big travelling support. The same fate was to 
fall on the other semi final, Sutton Coldfield and Rugby 
Lions, won by Rugby Lions. Both clubs openly admitted 
in their pre match amble and match report that they had 
given competitive 1

st
 XV debuts so both were promptly 

booted out leaving Broadstreet the only team standing 
(although I have been informed that they also had a 
number of new signings that would have made them 
ineligible.) Needless to say the Cup has not been 
presented to anyone and we hope that the four match 
rule is changed at a future Warwickshire RFU AGM.  
The league campaign started with five successive wins, 
including a very pleasing home win against the ultimate 
champions, Dudley Kingswinford. The first defeat came 
at Hereford and, rather bizarrely, despite losing, we went 
top of the league courtesy of a losing bonus point. We 
maintained the top position for three weeks but a rather 
limp performance away at Lichfield saw us knocked off 
and a drop to 3

rd
. We then lost again away at Newbold 

and Whitchurch but finished the season strongly with 
seven successive wins, including a superb statement 
win away at Dudley Kingswinford. When the season was 
called to a halt we were in 2

nd
 spot four points adrift of 

Dudley K with the same games played, the four points 
all being bonus points that DK had achieved. In all we 
had played 22 league games, winning 18 and losing 4 
(all away from home). The RFU then decreed Dudley K 
as the winners of the league with us in second spot. The 
champions of Mids 1 west (and east) are automatically 
promoted to Midlands Premier (level 5) with the runners 
up competing in a play off. The winners of Mids 1 east 
were Syston and the runners up were Oundle but the 
RFU computed that Oundle were the better placed team 
and awarded them the second promotion spot. It was 
clearly our away results (coupled with our lower bonus 
point count) that went against us. 
Jayde Cruickshank was our top overall point’s scorer 
with 103 points from his ten games (3 tries, 26 cons & 
12 pens). The top try scorer was Mikkel Andresen with 
11. The most appearances were Luke Truslove who 
played in all 22 games. Next in line were Tondi 
Mpambawashe and Jake Dodd who both only missed 
one game and evergreen Gaz Renowden who missed 
two.   
      

  
JAYDE CRUICKSHANK              NICK COLLETT 

 
There were a few milestones reached in the season: 
Captain Bobby Thompson passed 100 tries (101 in total) 
in his 213 games for the club. 
Mikkel Andresen passed 50 tries (54 in total) in his 122 
games for the club. 



Gaz Renowden passed 150 tries (151 in total) in his 289 
games for the club. 
Nick Collett’s appearance as a substitute at Whitchurch 
in January was his 300

th
 appearance.  

Charlie Stevens, Harry Abell, Ollie Burman, Tondi 
Mpambawashe & Jake Dodd all passed 50 appearances 
for Kenilworth 1

st
 XV. 

 

  
Gaz Renowden                           Mikkel Andresen 

 
A final milestone is the long winning home league and 
cup run of our Men’s 1

st
 XV – this now goes back to 

March 2018, 26 games ago when we were defeated by 
Droitwich. 
Our young Colts have had a good end to their season 
having had a difficult start. They lost 4 of their opening 5 
games but in the remaining 13 games they won 11, lost 
1 and drew 1. They have provided players to the 2

nd
 XV 

and also had 7 players called up to the South 
Warwickshire and full Warwickshire squads. Top try and 
overall points scorer was Ardal Yallop (18 tries), closely 
followed by his twin brother Finn and David Opuko-
Forjour with 12 tries. Top kicker was Alex Bradley.  
 

 
WARWICKSHIRE & S WARWICKSHIRE  REPRESENTATIVES 

 
It is good to report that our 2

nd
 XV have had a decent 

season winning the Warwickshire 2
nd

 XV Cup, defeating 
Newbold 25-19 in an exciting final at Old 
Leamingtonians. In total they have played 15 games, 
much improved on the 10 of last season. They have won 
10, losing 5 and their top points and try scorer is Dan 
Retter. At the shortened end of the season they were 
lying in 2

nd
 spot in Warwickshire 1, 6 points adrift of 

Leamington but with a game in hand. 
 

 
2

nd
 XV WARWICKSHIRE CUP WINNERS 

 
It is also very good to note that thanks to the efforts of 
Rich Hall and Dom Carrick we have had a 3rdXV/Pirates 
out and 4 games were played, winning 2 and losing 2. 
The top try and points scorer was Ian Phillips (5 tries) 
and Dom Carrick was the top kicker. The traditional 
Easter Pirates Tour did not take place.    
 
 

 
Jai & Raj: Warwickshire 2

nd
 XV Cup 

 

KENILWORTH WOMEN 
 
New coaches, fresh players and even a name change 
have led Kenilworth Women to reach new heights in 
Championship Midlands 2 this season. Finishing just 
one point off of the top spot (falling short to Buckingham 
Swans), the squad has continued to grow and build both 
their development (Barbarians) and league teams. 
Having been denied entry to the RFU Intermediate Cup 
due to a clerical error they progressed well in the RFU 
Intermediate Plate, reaching the semi final, only to be 
denied the chance of further progress by the 
coronavirus. 
Signing several experienced players, including Kiri 
Bennett, Rachel Bennett, Ffion Davies-Cale, Leah 
Heath, Emma Dootson and Kala Raines, the Women set 
out their intensions from the start and continued to grow 
across the season. Welcoming (amongst others) Katie 
Pittaway and Aimee Dymek added even more depth and 
breadth to the squad.  
 



 
Kiri Bennett, Caz Spence, Christie Foster 

 
The team also gained a new Head Coach, Rich Bennett, 
who was returning to the club after previously playing 
and coaching the Men’s sections at Kenilworth before 
heading to Lichfield Ladies who he coached in the 
Premiership for 11 years.   
Inspiration from the new coaches and players, as well as 
the name change from Kenilworth Ladies to Kenilworth 
Women, led to a run of success at the beginning of the 
season, with the squad winning their first four league 
games convincingly.  
However, the league was not going to be an easy 
contest, with Buckingham Swans, Birmingham Moseley 
and Bury Foxes all in the mix for first place alongside our 
Women, who lost to all three teams across the season.  
It was the final away defeat to Buckingham Swans 
though that meant our Women lost out on the top spot in 
the league. However, the growth and development of the 
side continues to be the focus for the squad, who will be 
entering their sixth year together next season. 
Progress in the Intermediate Plate was via a bye in 
round 1 followed by a much delayed away fixture against 
Crewe & Nantwich, finally ending with a decisive win that 
took the Women on a long trip the following week to 
Darlington where another win secured a ‘never to be 
played’ home semi final against Drybrook Ladies. This 
was cruel as a big day was planned on the 21

st
 March 

with the Women kicking off their semi final at 11.30 
followed by the Men in a crucial league game v 
Newbold, at 3pm. 
Head Coach Rich Bennett said: “We have laid the 
foundations and given all the squad game time and the 
experience to kick on for next season. The most 
pleasing aspect of our play was our tight defence, which 
led us to conceding the least amount of points in the 
league.  

 
 
“The highlight for me was the away win over Birmingham 
Moseley by five points to eight. We really dug deep 
when we absolutely needed to and sealed the game off 
in the last five minutes. We also reached the semi-final 
of the Intermediate National Plate before the season 
was curtailed.  

“If we truly believe and perform consistently we will be in 
with a real shout in both competitions for next season 
too. As coaches we are all looking forward to pushing 
and stretching the players in the pre-season, whenever 
that may be!” 
 
KENILWORTH MINIS & JUNIORS 
There are about 300 boys and girls across all of the age 
groups and this year has seen a newly formed girls 
contact team participating.  The numbers are an 
increase on last year and it is hoped that these 
increased numbers will not be impacted too much by the 
enforced coronavirus break. 
The U16’s formed a joint team with Berkswell & Balsall 
and this worked out very well for both parties. They 
made the final of their Warwickshire Plate prior to the 
shutdown. The U14’s also made the semi of their 
Warwickshire Cup which was also a great achievement.  
The coaching base continues to grow and there are now 
around 60 coaches and all are actively engaged with 
coaching development and achieving qualifications.  The 
cafe volunteers at the Cowpatch on a Sunday morning 
have all been much appreciated across all the age 
groups this year as we develop that area of the section 
as well for the future. 
 

 
U16’s  

 
 

 
FIRST XV STALWARTS AND ALL EX COLTS! 

 
 
 

 
LADIES v BLETCHLEY 

 


